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SELFGOVERNMENT

The Washington Post has on its
editorial staff a very brainy and ac
complished individual whose especial
function is to read up on all the inci-
dents social political or otherwise
that place thd Negro in a bad light
before the the world After absorbing
his information this brainy individuals
duty as well as pleasure is te deftly
distort the facts and a set of
conclusions that prove the black mans
inferiority mentally morally and as a
factor in the affairs of government-
Of late this erudite person appears to
be working overtime

The Haitian revolution was the
cause of The Posts most recent

spasm Because the personal ambition
of rival leaders and the development-
of contending factions crystallized into-
a revolution after the fashion of tropi
cal nations our Avenue oontemporary
observes that the Negro is incapable-
of selfgovernment It fails to tell its

however that human nature
is the same in the black as it is in
the white and that love of power and
the abuse of it follow in the wake of
opportunity From the plains of

from the fall of Rome from the
rise of Oliver Cromwell or the repuse
of the Fnglish tyrants from our own
shores down to the retreat of Simon
Bamthe history of the world bits taught-
us that the strong will rule right or
wrong and that the weak will be forced
beneath the yoke In the philosophy-
of governments white and black might-
is afjudged as right The Haitian
revolution does not prove that the Ne
gro is any lees capable of
ment than a race that produced a cruel
Nero a dictatorial Napoleon
erous Arnold or a nihilistic Czolgosz
The voodooism of Haiti is no match for
the fiendish barbarities perpetrated-
in the name of religion in the days of
the Spanish Inquisition and the

Christophe never gave an
more subversive to Christian civi

lization that that of General Smith in
the Philippine who commanded that
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Samar be made a howling wilderness
through wholesale murder of in
nocentri The Haitian revolution like
those of France of America and of

Colombia merely indicate that the
thirst for power and restless ambition
are the same in all the races of

If The Posts hired hand wishes to
be fair to the real Negro
who is now securing control ofthe

of his people let him come over
and have a little chat with us e
would tell him of the remarkable prog-
ress the race has made in forty years
of freedom and illustrate that advance
by pointing to our growing roster of
educators minister professional and
business men literateura newspapers
and beneficial organizations We would
ask him to look over the books of
such massive and skilfully managed
fraternities as the Masonic Odd Fel-
lows True Reformers and United
Brothers also the great A M K and
A M E Zion ns and the
Baptist denomination with their nV e
churches well equipped schools and
publishing houses The other denom
inations set an equally clear example-
of our proficiency in the art of self
government and departure from the
superstitions of the past This data
could be multiplied many times over
if space permitted

The esteemed Post is wrong Thats
all

No people can be
ing the bridge that carries them
over in safety
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k NAIL ONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

A comprehensive little volume has
been issued giving all the details of the
third annual meeting of the National
Negro Business League at Richmond
Va August 25 26 and 27 The Col
ored Mens Business Association of
Boston has arranged to run a private
excursion party from that city to be
joined at way points by delegates re-
siding between Boston and Richmond
The book contains the complete itiner-
ary noting each stopping place time of
arrival of train and names of persons
who will be in charge of local arrange-
ments The rates are remarkably low
and many citi-
zens will join the party to see Rich
mond and to attend both the sessions
of the Business League and the annual
conference of the True Reformers
There is no rivalry between these two
gatherings As they are harmonious-
in the work of race building the one
will be a help to the other and great
ly augment the attendance

Washington should be largely rep
resented in Richmond in August

Little offices have destroyed the
influence of hundreds of large men

HOME IMPROVEMEN-

TIf you wish to know the status of a
people go into their homes No race is
better than the conditions under which
it is content to live when it has the
power to change toem We have been
pleased to note several articles in the
Caucasian papers describing the im
proved homes of colored people in the
Suuth The one room cabin with its
dirt fl and unspeakable chink fill
ing is giving away to neat frame cot
tapes furnished Ragged
beds are disappearing and in the par
lors are pianos and organs
Education is raising the standard ot
taste and this creates a desire for high
er moral ideals The of
the home in the Southland is the eur
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The Booker T Washington LithographT-

here has been such a great demand for the lithograph used a 8Un

and will be sent to any person who will ten cents
accepted These lithographs care printed in four colors and have
appearance of an oil painting They ought to be in every school room i

8

every library every literary society and in the homes of avery Intel
Hgent colored person To agents to sell them they will be fur
nished in numbers copies or more at five cents each We will
the same lithograph framed and shipped by express for 8150 Send
your order at once to THE COLORED Washington D C

as
plement in The Colored last week that more copies have
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estT index of race advancement It is
the sword and the shield that will most
effectively confound our enemies

An ignoramus cannot ntlp being
narrow Educate

EDITOR JOHNSON AND TILLMAN

Editor W D Johnson who has
been in the city forseveraldays lookinp
after some matters of interest affecting
the colored had a thiityfivc
minutes talk with Senator Ben Till
man of South Carolina The Senator
wrote a letter recently to the couven
tion of Baptists in Petersburg Va
in which he said that the colored

were mistaken if they thought him
an enemy to the race Mr Johnson
called upon him to reconcile this
statement with his oft repeated senti
ments on the matter The Senator
promised to answer in writing ten
pointed questions which were pro
pounded by Mr Johnson The country
would like to hear from Senator Till
man through Editor Johnson at an
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Has Ben Tillman been seeing a
great light we wonder

Newspapers are what their patrons
permit them to be No paper can live
that is without a constituency

There are a lot of worthless people
in the world who never forgive a man
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for succeeding over their protest

The Lexington Standard reproduced-
in full our Mr Thompsons story of

How Booker T Washington Won
the World

If the New York Journal will take-
a trip to Atlanta it will new light-
on its idea of the Negros lack of the
rebellious spirit

Havent you ever noticed that
whether you raise a finger against
your enemy or not he gets the worst
of it in the long run

At the recent public meeting of the
Pen and Pencil Club the name of Di
rector Merriam was not mentioned
though there was good reason why it
should have been

We welcome to our exchange list
The New Era published at Hyatts
vitle Md devoted to the interests of
Prince Georges O unty It is neatly
printed and hears evidence of sufficient
vitality to stay

Our associate editor Thank
kindly to those who felt

to cheer his few words on Pen
and Pencil Club Day in defense of
the Negros great work in the develop
ment of our national life

If it be true that in some audiences
the name of Booker T ia
coldly received we doubt very much
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if in those same gatherings a word of
praise for Jesus would elicit
three amens

The anniversary edition of The
Florida Sentinel reflected immeasur
able credit upon Editor M M
and is a convincing evidence of thegreat progress that our race is making
in the Southland many uu
toward circumstances

The Colored American is the only
Negro journal of its kind puhlishul
It is not only national with a touch of
the local but is international in scopeIt combines in a well balanced degree
the newspaper the advocate and the
magazine Now is the time to

If the blame for the annihilation of
the colored clerks in Census office be
longs to the individual members of
Congress and not to the Director then
it is up to the decapitated ones and
their friends to make the individual
members a special order of business at
the November election-

If there has been racial discrimina
tion at the Census office without the
knowledge of Director Merriam hia
friendly feeling for the Negro ought to
induce him to not only keep all co-
lored clerks that are now on the rolls
but reinstate the capable ones that
were discharged unintentionally
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The sympathy of our nation
goes out to the unfortunate victims of
Mont Pelees volcanic fury Such
catastrophes serve to the ties
of universal brotherhood and are not
in vain Americas prompt response
with dollars and is a practical
demonstration of our deep feeling It
is to the credit of all that we have
scarcely remembered color of the

of the sufferers

The Macon News is one of the most
influential journals published by Cau-
casians in Georgia It is always inter-
esting liberal in its view of public
questions and we are glad to have it
on our exchange list It told the

truth the other day which
may lead the esteemed Montgomery
Advertiser to rise to a point of order
The Macon News said Alabama is
known in the Nor h as the state in
which Tuskeee is located

THE HIGHEST OPINIONS

Eiltor Colored American Send me
one hundred c pips Your history of
Booker T Wasnlngon should be the
study of our young graduates

JAMES LEWIS
U 8 Surveyors OffloeKew Orleans

La May 18 tb 300-

2Edior Colored American The Col-
ored America new departure u all
right Keep it up

CHRIS J PERRY
Office of The Tribune Philadelphia-

Pa May 20th 1802
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